April 18, 2011 

Ms. Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

Department of Natural Resources 

101 South Webster Street 

PO Box 7921 

Madison, WI 53707-7921 

Dear Ms. Stepp, 

On Friday, April 15, 2011, the Town Board of East Troy met to discuss the recent 
developments regarding the golf course at the Rainbow Springs property. 

Most of this property lies in the Town of East Troy and was acquired by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in 2008 for the purposes of "ecological 
restoration and to provide nature-based recreational and educational opportunities 
for the general public." 

The Town Board of East Troy has learned that there is a political movement to 
continue the operation of two golf courses on this property despite the agreement 
that they would to cease to exist after two years following the transfer of land to the 
DNR. The DNR would then, by the agreement, begin to restore the land occupied by 
the golf courses to a more natural state with the intention to enhance the 
surrounding wetland areas. 

The continuance of the golf courses countermands years of effort to protect the 
Mukwonago watershed by the dozens of agencies and organizations involved in the 
Mukwonago River Initiative, that, according to an April 14 2011 letter by the Nature 
Conservancy, includes state and federal biologists, numerous land trust directors, 
county and municipal officials and private land owners and friends groups. 

The long-term protection and management of Rainbow Springs is inherently 
connected to a network of public and private lands that work together to protect the 
Mukwonago River. The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
identifies that part of the Mukwonago River that passes through Rainbow Springs as 
the most pristine and intact river system in Wisconsin. It features 55 species offish 
and 15 kinds of mussels — reportedly a biodiversity rarely seen in a small river 
system. 

The Town of East Troy supports the recent conclusions brought forth by the Nature 
Conservancy, the Friends of Mukwonago, and the Town of Mukwonago, that the 
continuance of the golf course operations in Rainbow Springs directly contradicts 
State policies set forth in the Stewardship funds that were used to purchase 
Rainbow Springs. The Stewardship fund was created to secure critical wildlife 
habitats and conserve the best of outdoor Wisconsin while offering high quality 



recreational experiences for the public. A state exemption for a taxpayer-supported 
golf course is a bad precedent for the use of Stewardship grants. 

The golf courses with Rainbow Springs lie on wet soils due to a high water table. The 
Mukwonago River is negatively impacted by chemical run-off of herbicides and 
fertilizers that are used on the golf courses, run-off, erosion and sedimentation. 
Studies reportedly show that existing and future culverts on or near the golf courses 
alter natural resources and drainage, as well as the habitats for species moving 
between the river, wetlands, and ephemeral ponds. 

In addition to the above disruptive policy and environmental hazard concerns, the 
Kettle Moraine Golf Club, the Broadlands Golf Club, and the Golf Club Owners of 
Wisconsin (GCOW) write in an April 1, 2011 letter to Senator Mary Lazich that the 
continued use of the golf courses within the Rainbow Springs property are simply 
impractical and economically damaging: 

Due to the poor repair of equipment and property negligence . . , "it could cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars just to get the course up and running properly. . 
To our knowledge the former owner leased the property from the state for $1 per 
year for the past two years. This arrangement doesn't seem to be in the best interest 
of the taxpayers and should not be allowed to continue." 

The GCOW added that the golfing market is saturated with 500 golf courses in the 
state of Wisconsin and more than 30 golf courses in Waukesha County. "Rainbow 
Springs closed because even with severely discounted rates the past few years, it 
still did not get enough people playing to generate needed revenue. 

Furthermore, "publicly held golf courses do not pay school taxes. Privately held golf 
courses do. Publicly held golf courses can get State or Federal grants, and low or 
zero interest loans at taxpayers expense. 

The Town of Mukwonago writes in an April 6, 2011 letter to Senator Mary Lazich 
that it opposes further operation of the Rainbow Spring Golf Course because the 
state had made a commitment to preserve the land and now appears to be backing 
down by reversing long term planning by local and state agencies that worked to 
keep Rainbow Springs environmentally sound and economically sensible. 

Lastly, aquatic biologist James McNelly warns in a letter to the Town of Mukwonago 
that a proposal by Senator Mary Lazich to introduce legislation to continue golf 
course operations on the Department of Natural Resources Mukwonago River Unit 
of the Kettle Moraine State Forest exacerbates the threat to endangered species that 
struggle for survival in the Mukwonago watershed. 

For these reasons stated above, the Town of East Troy earnestly requests that our 
state legislators listen with sensitivity and sensibility to avoid further calamity and 
oppose any further continuance of the Rainbow Springs Golf Course. 



The Town of East Troy also hopes that the Department of Natural Resources 
continues to uphold their bargain in the purchase of the Rainbow Springs property 
to restore this area to a natural and sustainable environment while providing 
recreational activities that are compatible with the natural elements. 

Sincerely, 



Joseph Klarkowski, 
Chairman 
Town of East Troy 
Walworth County 



C.c: Scott Walker, Governor 

Neal Kedzie, 11 th Senate District, Committee Chair on Natural Resources & Environment 

Mary Lazich, 28 th Senate District 

Scott Gunderson, DNR Executive Assistant 

David Bretl, Walworth County Administrator 

Michael Cotter, Director, Walworth County Land Use and Resource Management 

Rick Stacey, Supervisor, Walworth County Board 

Kim Buchanan, Clerk/Treasurer, Town of East Troy 

Victor Kranitz, Chairman, Town of East Troy Planning Commission 

Jerry Derr, President, Urban Towns Association 



